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Holand, for the term of his life (Treasury of D. & C. of Durham—
Miscellaneous Charters Nos. 5768, 5774, 6263, 6265, and 6266; A.D.
1340-66; also Surtees's History 'of Durham, i, 26). The earliest
record of their arms is in the roll of the Dunstable tournament {Coll.
Top.et Gen. iv, 67), A.D. 1308, where they are blazoned for Sir Robert
Holand, who was in the retinue of the earl of Lancaster. The shield
is also blazoned for him in the Parliamentary roll of Edward I I :
' de azure fleurette de argent a un lupard rampaund de argent'
{Genealogist, N. S., xi, 113). It was also borne by his brother, Sir

Armorial pendant from Darlington (y).

Thomas, at the siege of Calais (Foster, Some Feudal Coats of Arms,
p. 133; Dtirham Seals, op. cit., no. 1366).

Various members of the family differenced it by altering the small
charges; thus at the battle of Boroughbridge (A.D. 1322), 'Sire
Richard de Houland' bore ' D'azur ove j leopard d'Argent poudree
des escalopes' {Genealogist, N.S., i, 117), whilst another powdered the
field with cinquefoils (Papworth, British Armorials, p. 71). Sir Thomas
Holand,the second son of the above-named Robert, after his marriage
with Joan of Kent, granddaughter of Edward I, sister and heiress of
John earl of Kent, assumed the title earl of Kent {Historic Peerage,
ed. Courthorpe, p. 271) and deserted his paternal shield for the royal
leopards of England in a silver border {Durham Seals, op. cit., no. 1489).
His younger son John, who became earl of Huntingdon and duke of
Exeter, also adopted the royal shield but enclosed it in a border
of France (Willement, Roll of Richard II, No. 36).

Helmet in Braybrooke Church, Northants.—Major C. A. Markham,
F.S.A., local secretary for Northants, forwards the following note:—

The helmet is fixed on an iron bracket on the eastern wall of the
south chapel, almost immediately over the monument to Sir Nicholas
Griffin, knight, who died in 1509 at the age of thirty-four. It is a fine
specimen of the armourer's craft and is of the type of close helmet
worn in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It consists of the
head-piece proper, hammered out of a single piece of iron, with a high
cable-ridged comb over the back, out of which rises the long spike, to



NOTES 145

support the crest, now secured by a horseshoe nail. The vizor in two
parts is fixed on each side of the head-piece by pivots, which also pass
through the chin-piece or beaver, the pivots being formed with flat
buttons outside, each ornamented by a cross. The upper vizor has the
ocularia, or two long, narrow slits for vision, above a cable-moulded
ridge, and it can be raised and turned back over the head-piece by
a projecting iron rod on the right side, which fits into a slit in the
lower vizor. When the upper part has been raised and turned back

Helmet: Braybrooke church.

the lower part of the vizor can be raised in the same manner by a small
knob, also on the right side. This lower part is strengthened by a rib,
in the form of a cable moulding, round the upper edge. This lower
part rests on a projection with an eye affixed to the beaver on the
right side, and it seems probable that a cord or strap passed through
this eye and over the rod previously mentioned on the upper vizor,
thus securing the whole. The beaver is hinged on the aforesaid pivots
and comes immediately below the vizor, and can be raised to enable
the helmet to be placed on the head. It is secured in its ordinary
position by a hook which engages an eye on the head-piece. To the
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beaver are attached in front by rivets two curved flat plates or gorgets,
for the protection of the neck; and it is probable that similar plates
were attached to the head-piece at the back. There is no trace of the
lining originally inside the ironwork.

This helmet is in excellent condition and in working order. It is
very similar to that described in Proc. Soc. Ant., xv, 365, which
Mr. Hartshorne considered to date between 1570 and 1590. If, there-
fore, it was placed in the church immediately after the death of
Sir Nicholas Griffin, it is a very early example of this type of helmet.

The present rector of Braybrooke, the Rev. J. R. Hakewill, who
was presented to the living in 1887, remembers that when he first
went to the parish a steel corslet and pair of gauntlets hung by this
helmet, but these articles have since been lost sight of.

Parge-work in Essex.—Rev. G. M. Benton, local secretary for Essex,,
reports that recent alterations have brought to light some interesting
features in an early seventeenth-century timber-framed and plaster
building, at Broxted, Essex, known as Wood Farm. Some of the old
timbers in the interior have been exposed, and three original wide
fireplaces, one with moulded jambs and a four-centred head of plastered
brick, have been opened out. In a room (height 7 ft.) on the ground
floor, it was found that the whole of the upper area of the wall to the
depth of about 40 in. was covered with fine parge-work, dated 161 i r
and in an almost perfect state of preservation. The greater part of
the surface thus decorated is divided up by plain ribs of plaster into
three rows of small panels, an arrangement common to early work of
this character. The panels are fitted with repeated patterns of sprays
of leafage with acorns, etc., flat recessed scroll-work, and large two-
handled vases of flowers. It may be considered the most elaborate
specimen of the internal parge decoration of the old-time rustic
plasterer to be found in north-west Essex. An illustrated note will
appear in the forthcoming part of the Transactions of the Essex
Archaeological Society.

Discoveries in the Old Church, Waimer.—Mr. R. Cooke, local
secretary for Kent, reports that in the. Deal Mercury for 26th November
1921 the Rev. C. E. Woodruff gives an account of the discovery of
three blocked recesses in the chancel of the old church at-Walmer,
one in the north and two in the east wall. The recess in the north
wall was first opened. Its sill was 4 ft. 5 in. above the chancel floor,
and on the blocking material being removed, a shallow cavity was
found, 17 in. in depth, 27^ in. in width, and 185 in. in height. On its
roof were traces of soot, and it is probable that it may have held
a light. The height of the sill would make the opening inconvenient
for use as a credence or ambry. In the east wall, on either side of
the altar, similar but larger recesses were brought to light. In the
filling of that on the north was a stone cross, 32 in. long and \j,\ in.
across the arms. The shaft, which was 5J in. in thickness, was pointed
at the foot and its lower portion was left rough. At the intersection
of the arms was a somewhat rudely incised circle, 6 in. in diameter.


